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Welcome to the Spring 2021 edition of the WAOS Newsletter.   In this edition we look forward to 
starting auditions and rehearsals for Made in Dagenham in October;  we look back on a WAOS alumni 
who has been in the news recently;  we have another look at a story behind some of our costumes and 
reflect on our virtual Christmas Panto.  Plus the usual reminders on dates and WAOS committee details.  
Happy reading and we hope to see many of you soon as we get going with our show for 2021. 
 
 
 

 

A WAOS first – a virtual Aladdin Christmas Panto. 
  
Oh yes we did!  With a cast of 16 drawn from the four corners of Essex and even part of Suffolk, WAOS 
delivered a version of Aladdin on Zoom.  Devoid of singing and dancing it was an interesting experiment 
to see if this would work - and it did! Ok, there were some initial feedback issues that required people in 
the same household to sit in separate parts of the house and we had to be quick with the mute/unmute 
button to reduce background noise.  Apart from that we read our dialogue in as lively manner as we 
could, relying on a few visual cues and costumes to define our characters.  Corinna's lamp looked 
suspiciously like a gravy boat but that was all part of the fun.  Patsy's quick changes from Villager to 
Spirit of the Ring and back again were fun to watch and Patrick's (O'Brien) Widow Twankey wig was a 
delight to behold.  Anne Wilson played the Princess in a Stanley Baxter persona (it was hilarious) and 
one can only suppose that Aladdin's wedding night was unconventional!  A welcome return from Stuart 
Brown who had some delightful accents for his portfolio of small roles.  Well done to all concerned and 
many thanks to those loyal friends and members who watched the whole thing.  Either their skills in 
diplomacy have developed strongly during lockdown or they actually meant it when they said they 
enjoyed it.   
 
 

Made in Dagenham starts soon. 
 
We shall be hosting a virtual Open Evening for Made in 
Dagenham on April 13th at 19.30.  Come and hear more about 
the show from director, Nikki Mundell-Poole and Musical 
Director, James Tovey.   Learn about the themes, characters, 
auditions, the process of rehearsing on-line and much 
more. Those of you who have responded on Facebook (50 of 
you!) need not respond again but if you have not responded on 
Facebook or don’t use Facebook please let me know of your 

interest so we can send you a Zoom link nearer the time.    
 
Rehearsals will initially be online using Zoom and a new facility 
we’ve tested specifically aimed at remote musical rehearsals.  
We hope to begin ‘normal’ rehearsals from 21st June in line 
with national guidance. 
 
We hope to see you soon. 
 
Facebook link :- https://www.facebook.com/WithamAOS/ 

Email :- Stadkins58@Gmail.com or click here.   

https://www.facebook.com/WithamAOS/
mailto:Stadkins58@Gmail.com
mailto:stadkins58@gmail.com?subject=Please%20send%20me%20the%20Zoom%20link%20for%20April%2013%20MiD%20Open%20Evening


 
 

A Spotlight on WAOS and WOW alumna:  Amy Trigg 
 
If you were fortunate enough to have watched WOW's award-
winning production of Les Miserables in 2009 you will 
remember the show-stealing scene in which the Thenardiers 
sing Master of the House. The role of Madame Thenardier wasn't 
Amy Trigg's debut with WOW (she played Kelsi in High School 
Musical the year before) but it was certainly the most 
memorable, for all the right reasons. Brash, funny, energetic and 
vocally engaging with a maturity that belied her years Amy 
looked perfectly at home on the Witham stage and has since 
been making herself comfortable at rather more prestigious 
venues.  
 
After training in Performing Arts at Mountview Academy, Amy applied her newly acquired professional 
skills as Director of Our House for WOW in 2015, followed by The Producers for WAOS. Both shows were 
hugely popular with audience and critics alike and her combination of careful planning and creativity got 
the most out of cast and crew for each production.  WAOS/WOW was fortunate to have tapped into her 
skillset when they did because she has scarcely touched the ground since then, moving from Tennessee 
Williams (The Glass Menagerie at Nottingham Playhouse) and The Who (UK tour of Tommy) through 
Mamma Mia: Here We Go Again to plays at the Royal Shakespeare Company. 
 

Never afraid of reinventing herself Amy has had great success in the last few years 
as a writer, jointly winning the inaugural Women's Prize for Playwriting in 2020 for 
her first full length play Reasons you should(n't) love me. According to Theatrical 
Agent Casarollo Ramsay & Associates, with whom Amy shares a listing as a 
Playwright with Sir Alan Ayckbourn, Caryl Churchill and David Hare, to name-drop 
just a few, Amy is currently part of the Royal Court Introduction to Playwriting 
Group 2020/21, BBC Drama Room 2020/21 and BBC Writers Access Group 
2020/21.  She is also doing the Channel 4 Screenwriting Course as well as writing 
on the new TV show, Ralph and Katie. 

 
In a recent article about Amy in The Guardian, Amy Trigg: A born performer with sci-fi dreams and a 
dizzying range there is a great summary and a rather more flattering photograph!  Click on the link 
below. We can't wait to see what Amy does next but whatever it is we will be watching with interest and 
cheering from the gallery. 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2021/feb/17/amy-trigg-a-born-performer-with-sci-fi-dreams-and-a-dizzying-range?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other 

 

A real Costume Drama. 
 
No, I'm not talking about Bridgerton but Dress Circle, our local costume hire company: the costumes for 
Annie Get Your Gun were due to come from there and the wonderful Sister Act costumes definitely did, so 
you will know the quality of their work.  However, we have hired our last costume from Dress Circle 
since the impact of the Covid-related lockdowns on amateur theatre has brought forward the retirement 
plans of owners, Janet and Terry, forcing them to wind up the company and sell their stock.  Thanks to 
the efforts of Anne Howe and Sue Rogers WAOS has acquired nearly 200 costumes from Dress Circle at 
less than the hire cost, enough for Betty Blue Eyes and The Flames of Injustice, with sufficient assorted 
extras to costume the soldiers in Calamity Jane, loads of western-style waistcoats, maids costumes, top 
hats and much more. Bearing in mind that our own musical, The Flames of Injustice is set in the same era 
as Oliver!, we now find ourselves with some very useful sets that can do double duty. One more piece of 
good news - Janet, costumier extraordinaire, would love to be involved with WAOS going forward. Let's 
hope it's soon!  

 

Figure 1: Sam Marks and Amy Trigg as Monsieur 
and Madame Thenardier

https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2021/feb/17/amy-trigg-a-born-performer-with-sci-fi-dreams-and-a-dizzying-range?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other


 

Dates for your diary 
 

Shows 
 
Made in Dagenham  October 25-30  2021 
 

Betty Blue Eyes   April  25-30   2022 
The Flames of Injustice October 24-29 2022 
 
AGM    Apr 22   2021 
Full agenda and online joining information will be emailed and 
posted online shortly.   The agenda will include presentation of the 
WAOS Diversity and Inclusion policy. 

 
For information about our shows, go to 
http://www.waos.org/news/forthcoming-shows/ 
 

WAOS Committee 
 

President         Keith Radley 
Chairman         Stewart Adkins 
Treasurer         Anita Goold 
Secretary         Matt Waldie 
Business Manager        Trevor Drury 
Production Manager        Paul Goddard 
Social Secretary        Emma Loring 
Membership Secretary    Liz Chapman 
Stage Manager        Ben Sawyer 
Committee Member        Annette Maguire 
 
 

General Enquires – secretary@WAOS.org 
WAOS Web site - WWW.WAOS.ORG 
 
 

 

Stay safe and best wishes from the WAOS Committee. 

http://www.waos.org/news/forthcoming-shows/
mailto:secretary@WAOS.org
http://www.waos.org/

