
 
 
 
 
 

 

2021 & 2022 shows 
 
 “Made in Dagenham”  October 2021. 
 “Betty Blue Eyes”   April 2022.    
“The Flames of Injustice”  October 2022. 
 
For information about these shows, go to 
http://www.waos.org/news/forthcoming-shows/ 
 
A glimpse of some of the costumes for Betty Blue 
Eyes now in the costume store is shown below. 
 
 

WAOS Newsletter 
 

Christmas 2020 

Welcome to the Christmas 2020 edition of the WAOS Newsletter.  Well, we’ve emerged from the 
national lockdown, only to be replaced with revised Tier-2 restrictions – which sadly means we’ve taken 
the decision to cancel our planned production of Annie Get Your Gun that was due to go on stage in April 
2021.   Despite the ongoing situation, we continue to find new ways to stay engaged and active including 
a virtual Panto (Aladdin) on December 22nd and Movement and Drama workshops.  There’s a fantastic 
insight into some of the work the Wardrobe team has been involved with most recently and over many 
years and work continues on our home-grown musical – The Flames of Injustice.   We are grateful that 
so many members have continued or renewed their WAOS membership that will allow us to re-start 
shows as soon as is practical and allowed. 
 
 
 

 

Movement and Drama Workshops. 
We are planning on hosting Covid-secure (and so strictly limited to 16) workshops at Witham Public 
Hall.  Directors Claire Carr and Nikki Mundell-Poole are running the workshops which have proved very 
popular.  These workshops are free for members.  At the time of writing this newsletter we are awaiting 
formal approval from Braintree District Council to hold these events. 
 
Forthcoming dates are:- 
Dec 9 (19:30 – 21:15) for Movement workshops with Claire Carr and 
Dec 18 (19:30-21:15) for Drama with Nikki Mundell-Poole. 
 
Jan 2021 dates are being explored. 
  
More details and sign-up are via the WAOS web-site front-page at WWW.WAOS.ORG 
 
 

Our very own musical, The Flames of 
Injustice, is progressing well.  Further 
workshops and musical development have been 
held.  Frankie Garland has completed all musical 
numbers in the first act and we’ve pretty much 
completed the lyrics in the first act as well.  
Costumes have been purchased from Dress 
Circle in Witham (thanks to Anne Howe and the 
costumes team) and are now in the costume 
store (see article below). 
 
 

http://www.waos.org/news/forthcoming-shows/
http://www.waos.org/


 

The Story of the WAOS (and WOW) Costume Store 

In the 1980s and 90s the Society used the Swiss Chalet behind the Public Hall to store a mixture of 
scenery, props and costumes. This old building may have been owned by Braintree District Council but 
as far as anyone can remember WAOS didn't pay rent and certainly couldn't afford the major repairs 
needed to make it proof against damp, mice and rodents of a larger sort!  When the building was finally 
condemned to be pulled down WAOS had to find an alternative. The first of the Society’s dedicated 
costume stores came in the form of a 40’ container sited at Witham Rugby Club from 1998 to 2005. It 
was borne out of necessity after the launch of WOW when there was great enthusiasm to make 
costumes for the youth group but it also proved to be a useful repository for the formal tail suits, gloves 
and petticoats that used to be in the chalet . It quickly became clear that there would be an increased 
demand for storage and that it would make sense to keep these in one central place. The ‘store’ was 
established in 1998 and was run by Jane Furnival and Pat Ladd. As the number of stored items grew, it 
meant that WAOS too was occasionally able to provide costumes for cast members.  

Prior to 1998 WAOS would hire all the costumes for each show from suppliers. They would arrive in 
large wicker baskets on the Friday for collection by the cast and the weekends would be spent making 
any necessary alterations in time for the Sunday dress rehearsal. It was always a frenetic time for both 
cast and wardrobe; the former would be responsible for making any minor amendments whilst the 
wardrobe team concentrated on dealing with major problems. I remember well Jane staying up all 
night to completely take apart and resew a traditional full kilt that had been sent for Phil Cousins who 
was playing Charlie Cameron in Brigadoon in 1993!  

10 July 2005 was a very sunny, very hot and very sticky day, around  29°C. As secretary of the society 
at the time, I received a call to let me know that there had been a fire at the Rugby Club. One of the hay 
bales that had been stored next to the container was set alight; most items in the container were 
destroyed, others unusable and only a handful could be saved. The subsequent meeting with the loss 
adjuster was most bizarre; without a complete inventory, the Committee had to compile a best-guess 
estimate of items lost. The Society ultimately accepted a settlement offer of £28,870 with those formal 
tail suits no doubt helping to justify our claim.  

The In-between Years  

Between 2005 and 2013 some costumes for both WAOS and WOW were being made or bought at 
charity shops to keep production costs as low as possible. They were being kept in a number of 
members’ garages and lofts (mostly Stewart’s) and it was clear there was again a need to find 
somewhere central and accessible to store them.  

In 2013 a suitable outbuilding was eventually found on a farm just outside Great Totham and a small 
group of members of WAOS spent a weekend cleaning the walls and floors. Rubbish was removed and 
all that was left were some old timber frames and racking on which to put up a few rails and store 
boxes.  

It provided an immediate answer as to where to store costumes, but the existing structures meant that 
a lot of useful space was wasted. With daylight sized cracks in the outer walls the store was moreover 
prone to damp and regular infestations of mice and insects and it was extremely cold working in there 
when sourcing costumes for shows in February and April!  

Last year the Company embarked on a major re-fit of the store so space could be used to the best 
possible advantage to store the ever-increasing number of items. Gary Rolph sourced a van that was 
sited just outside the store and after the October production of Sister Act all costumes were transferred 
from the store to the van so that Steve Rogers (with Sue acting as builder’s mate) could begin work 
lining the walls and installing new racking.  

 



 

 

 

It was a mammoth task, completed in record time and on 24 November 2019 Ron, Debbie, Shelley, Paul, 
Jason and I joined Sue & Steve on the final weekend to help add rails and move costumes back from the 
van.  

Work is still ongoing. Each summer we sort and clean the store and this summer Sue, Debbie and I did 
get rid of clothes that have never and will never be used. We are now awaiting delivery of storage boxes 
so that we can move items to the shelves and have invested in more rails to hang the newly acquired 
costumes for Betty Blue Eyes and The Flames of Injustice that we agreed to buy from Dress Circle who 
will be to closing at the end of this year.  

The sorting is never ending, but we are seeing light at the end of the tunnel and we hope, in due course, 
to have a catalogue giving an overview of what we can source from our own store.  

Anne Howe & the Costumes Team. 



  

Dates for your diary 
 

Shows 
 
Annie Get Your Gun  Sadly Cancelled 
Made in Dagenham  October 25-30 2021 
 

Betty Blue Eyes   April  25-30   2022 
The Flames of Injustice October 24-29 2022 
 
Workshops (19:30 start at WPH) 
 

Movement & Dance  Dec 9 
 
Drama    Dec 18 

WAOS Committee 
 

President         Keith Radley 
Chairman         Stewart Adkins 
Treasurer         Anita Goold 
Secretary         Matt Waldie 
Business Manager        Trevor Drury 
Production Manager        Paul Goddard 
Social Secretary        Emma Loring 
Membership Secretary    Liz Chapman 
Stage Manager        Ben Sawyer 
Committee Member        Annette Maguire 
 

General Enquires – secretary@WAOS.org 

 

Happy Christmas, stay safe and best wishes from The WAOS Committee. 

A Christmas Panto! 
 

We will be performing a read-through of Aladdin on Tuesday, December 22nd starting at 19:30.   This 
will be a virtual ‘Zoom’ session and will run for about 90 minutes.  There are no songs nor dances but 
should nevertheless still be fun for those acting and those listening and shouting/booing from the 
audience.  We have a script written for 10 main characters and 12 others that could be played by 5 
actors doubling up. We propose a virtual scripted performance, as best we can, to usher in the 
Christmas season. Join in as a character or member of the audience. The only prop you'll need is a glass 
of wine or your favourite Christmas tipple.   A limited number of wigs and costumes may be available 
from Patsy Page to enhance the experience! 
 
For the characters list, click the link here (or via the WAOS web page). 

Send an email to Chairman@Waos.org to join in. 

 
 

 

 
Annie Get Your Gun – the last word? 

 

As already announced, sadly we’ve had to cancel Annie Get Your Gun, and the committee extends its 
heartfelt thanks to Claire and Jessie, who honoured their commitment to stick with Annie Get Your Gun 
after the first lockdown - and to the cast and crew, the vast majority of whom were available to carry 
on with the production. Thanks to each and every one of you. We’re sure it’s a show we will return to in 
the future.  Now the show has been cancelled, please can cast members return their Libs/Scores to 
either Stewart, Anita or Paul as soon as possible – we need to return them to the rights-holders so we 
don’t incur further fees. 
 
 

 

David Slater, who was due to play Buffalo Bill in Annie Get 
Your Gun, took his part seriously and grew a beard and 
moustache as well as letting his hair grow long. Despite 
having had to postpone the show twice David kept the faith 
and maintained his distinctive look until the show was 
finally cancelled.  Well done David and many thanks to Julie 
for living with a cowboy for so long!  
 

There’s No Business Like Show Business! 
 
 

 

mailto:secretary@WAOS.org
http://www.waos.org/downloads/Aladdin---characters-etc..pdf
mailto:Chairman@Waos.org

