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The Flames of Injustice - Character Biographies 

James Cooke – Dannii Carr 

A young, hard-working farm hand, he is Dorcas’ eldest son, good friends with Betty and hoping to 

progress their relationship further. James is accused, convicted and hung for a crime he swears he 

did not commit. 

 

Betty Goodwin – Meg Abbott 

Betty is an aspiring journalist, apprenticed to Franklyn. She is good friends with James and supportive 

to him and his family, she later grows close to his brother, Will. Betty is an ambitious and feisty 

young woman, determined to fight for what is right for her community.  

 

Will Cooke – Ben Rolph 

James’ younger brother, Will feels he has grown up in his brother’s shadow making him quite shy, he 

cares deeply for his Mother and his siblings. Throughout the show his relationship with Betty 

deepens and he eventually proposes bringing hope to his family.  

 

Dorcas Cook – Emma Loring 

A Mother of five (including James & Will), sister to Harriet, Dorcas married for love and 

unexpectedly lost her husband, leaving her family in poverty. She is proud, caring and works hard 

when she can, however her misfortune has taken its toll on her and she is often unwell. 

 

Harriet Hayles – Justine Ephgrave 

Harriet is Dorcas’ sister, and also widowed. Harriet doesn’t have any children, she is fiercely 

protective of her sister and her sister’s family and thinks the community needs to have more of a 

role in supporting families experiencing poverty. 

 

William Wright Luard – Tim Clarke 

Luard is a member of the higher classes, a Magistrate and is appointed the investigator of the 

Witham fires. Married to Charlotte, Luard is a strong-willed man that believes in justice, however 

when he realises he has made the wrong assumptions he is remorseful.  

 

Peter Du Cane III – Stewart Adkins 

A malcontent estate owner, a member of the higher classes, not particularly well liked by the town. 

He was jilted by his bride when he was younger and had a tough childhood, he spends his days 

meddling in the business of others.  
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Sarah Hutley – Amy Pryce 

Sarah is a teacher and taught both James and Betty, she is also William Hutley’s sister. When James 

is arrested she brings a threatening letter her brother received to prove James’ innocence. She is 

supportive of her former students and invested in their lives. 

 

Franklyn Waters – Michael Mundell-Poole 

Franklyn is the Editor of the local paper, he has taken on Betty Goodwin as his apprentice and 

almost reluctantly shares his knowledge with her.  

 

Edmund Potto – Will Hackett 

Potto is an apprentice tailor, a mischievous lad, friends with James & Ling, we discover through the 

show that he set the fires. As his family are wealthy, he has a better lawyer than James meaning 

instead of James’ fate he is sent to Australia.  

 

Lillian Potto – Katie Galley 

Lillian is Betty’s friend and Edmund Potto’s sister. When her brother is sentenced to transportation 

for the crimes he committed Lillian struggles to see how this is fair, although she knows James’ 

sentence was more severe. 

 

Reverend Newman – Matt Waldie 

The Vicar of Witham, a caring man who sees the best in people and works hard for his community.  

 

William Green – Trevor Drury 

A local farmer and landowner, he employs James Cook and stands up for him throughout the 

interrogation and court case.  

 

William Hutley – Richard Herring 

A local farmer who believes he has earnt his position and status in the community and is very keen 

to see justice served for the fires. Hutley is married to Josephine, and Sarah (James’ former teacher) 

is his sister, whilst James is being interrogated the Hutley’s receive a letter threatening to set fire to 

their buildings.  
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Florence Whale – Vicki Childs 

Flo manages the Blue Post Inn alongside her husband William Whale. Because of her role she 

overhears a lot of the men’s decision-making conversations which she passes on to the women in 

the town, as a working-class woman she is protective of the other women of her class. 

 

Agnes Milton – Libby Johnson 

Agnes is Reverend Newman’s Housekeeper, she is good friends with Flo and likes to be updated on 

the town news. When it comes to the Reverend she can be controlling, but she sees this as part of 

her job. 

 

William Whale – Gary Rolph 

Landlord of the Blue Post Inn, husband to Flo, keen to see that justice is served and ensure that his 

businesses are safe. 

 

Charlotte Luard – Tracey Hackett 

Charlotte is Luard’s Wife, she supports him throughout the show and it is clear she leads with her 

heart, however when James is sentenced, she questions whether his ambition has got in the way of 

his morals. 

 

Charles Western MP – Ron Howe 

Whig Member of Parliament for Essex, a voice of authority and reason, despite his standing he cares 

for the rights of the people he serves. 

 

Justice Lawley – Tim Sheppard 

Justice Lawley is the Judge that presides over the court cases against James & Potto, despite the 

findings of his Juries, the Justice gives the maximum penalties he’s able to deliver and shows no 

remorse. Married to Margaret.  

 

Margaret Lawley – Maeve Borges 

Margaret is Justice Lawley’s wife. After her husband sentences James, Margaret makes it clear to the 

other women of Witham that she in no way supports him, she calls him brutal and explains she lives 

a very lonely life in an unhappy marriage. 
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Josephine Hutley – Celia Greaves 

Josephine is the wife of William Hutley, a landowner, they are part of the upper classes and tend to 

not understand the struggles of others. When they find out the threatening letter was sent by Potto, 

Josephine is desperate to see justice be served.  

 

Robert Ling – Cleo Gunn 

A friend of James and Potto, Ling is a Thatcher who seems to wind up Betty and James at any chance 

he gets. Ling is later arrested alongside Potto for the fires.  

 

Potto’s Lawyer – Cleo Gunn 

Defends Potto at the Summer Assizes, a big-wig Barrister that the Potto family have brought in from 

London. 

 

Townspeople 

Victoria Luard – Poppy Borges-Wilby 

Daughter of Charlotte & William Luard. Despite being a member of the higher-classes, she went to 

school with Betty & James and is an apprentice teacher to Sarah Hutley. She is energetic and fun-

loving, but like her Mother, she really struggles with her Father’s decision to prosecute James.  

 

Minnie Milton – Anita Goold 

Mother of Agnes. Minnie can often be found in Witham’s marketplace, selling flowers, she is good 

friends with Kitty. A working-class woman, she has the gift of the gab and is very proud of her 

daughter’s position as Rev Newman’s housekeeper. 

 

Maud Davies – Steph Gunn 

Maud is Du Cane’s housekeeper. Despite the job giving her a somewhat elevated status in the 

community, she hates her boss and will try and escape him by running errands for him in the town – 

where she’ll usually try to meet up with her friend, Phoebe. She is feisty and stands her ground with 

Du Cane. 

 

Phoebe Evans – Claire James 

Phoebe is Margaret Lawley’s maid. Despite not working for the Lawleys for long and being a clumsy 

individual, Margaret trusts and confides in her. Phoebe is often running late but always has time to 

catch up with her friend Maud. 
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Ada Jones – Alice Mason 

Ada is an extremely rich heiress and often hosts large parties at her manor house, which she 

inherited after the tragic death of her parents. Good friends with Mabel, she is always on the look 

out for a good time and doesn’t mind whether that’s with a member of the upper or working 

classes. 

 

Kitty Vernon – Debbie Rolph 

Kitty sells fruit and vegetables in the market place and can often be found gossiping with Minnie or 

checking in on Dorcas. Kitty, like Dorcas, is a widower and lost her husband and son in the War so 

has a lot of empathy for Dorcas. 

 

Mabel Hutley – Maddie Smith 

Daughter of Josephine & William Hutley. Despite her Aunt, Sarah, running the local school, Mabel 

was home-schooled by her Mother and sees herself as superior to most young people of her age. 

She is good friends with Ada and like her Mother she is keen to see justice be served for the fires. 

 

Cooke Children 

Dorothy Cooke – Darcy Ephgrave 

Dorothy is the elder of Dorcas’ two daughters, she is a keen reader, is very studious and often tells 

off her sister.  

Clara Cooke – Grace Morris 

Clara is the younger of Dorcas’ two daughters, she is fun-loving and delights in causing mischief, 

much to the dismay of her sister. 

 


